GIO-SEP LA “NGUOI CO NGHIA”

Ma-thi-o (Matthew) 1:19

“@Gi6-sép chong nguoi, 1a nguoi c6 nghia, chang muon cho nguoi mang xau, bén toan dem dé nhem”
(Iwomd &€ 0 avnp abtiic, dlkalog AV kol un BéAwy adTny deLypationt, €BovAndn Adbpe dmoidool
adTY)

Y nghia sy ra doi ciia Chua Jesus khong thé tach roi khoi ban chit con ngudi va hanh dong cua trinh nit
Ma-ri va Gid-sép. Dirc Chiia Troi khong chi sir dung Ma-ri nhur mét tac nhan dé tham dy vao trong
chuong trinh ctru r6i ciia Ptrc Chaa Troi nhung bao gdm ca con ngudi ciia Gid-sép. Gid-sép dong vai trd
quan trong khong kém trong viéc dudng duc “Con Dtrc Chuia Troi” trong thoi gian nhirng nim dau doi
trén dat ciia Ngai. Dic diém dau tién Kinh Thanh mo ta con ngudi ciia Gid-sép nhu sau: “Gid-sép la
chdng ctia ngudi [Ma-ri], 1a ngudi c6 nghia” (lwond o€ 6 dvip adtic, dikatog Gv). Ban chat “co nghia”
ctia ong anh hudng hay chi phdi dén hanh dong: “ching mudn cho nguoi [Ma-ri] mang x4u, bén toan dem
dé nhem” (¢BovAdon AdOpq dmoAdowL adThv).

Viéc Gio-sép mudn “dé nhem” Ma-ri vi biét nang mang thai Chua Jesus xay ra trong thoi gian hai nguoi
da hira hon voi nhau.' Vi thé, khi kham phd Ma-ri mang thai, Gié-sép da ¢ trong mot tinh thé vo cung kho
xtr. Ly di Ma-ri vi toi ta ddm khong phai 1a sy chon lwa cho Gid-sép nhung 1a didu bét budc theo luat phap
dé chang bai bo viéc tién téi hon nhan voi Ma-ri. Gid-sép d6i dién giita hai sy chon lya: (1) Gid-sép phai
thong bao cong khai vé tinh trang ta dim ctia Ma-ri vi nang c6 thai. Diéu nay dan dén viéc Ma-ri s€ bi
neém da theo nhu do1 hoi cua luét phap. Trong lut ciia La-méa (Roman law) 1an truyén thong ctia Do-thai
(Jewish tradition) minh dinh rat rd rang rang sy cong chinh (lam theo luat phap) doi hoi cong b6 cong
khai vé trinh trang khéng chung thuy trong doi séng hon nhan hau cho bén phia vo t6i khong bi budc toi
d6ng thuan hay che day toi 15i trong dan sy; hodc (2) Gio-sép phai ly di Ma-ri cach 4m thim. Hanh dong
nhu the cho phep Gi6-sep van duy tri dugc su cong chinh (lam theo ludt phap) nhung cru Ma-ri khoi tinh
trang x4u hd va bj ném d4. Vi luat cua La-ma lic biy gid khong cho phép viée ném da, Gid-sép c6 thé
chon ly di Ma-ri cdch 4m tham véi hai hay ba nhan ching 1a di. Va Gid-sép toan tinh chon céch giai
quyét nay khi nghe tin Ma-ri mang thai Chua Jesus.

' Phong tuc cudi ga clia nguoi Do-thai trong thoi gian nay thuong bao gom hai giai doan trong mdi quan hé, htra hén
(bertroal/engagement) va thanh hon (marriage). Trong viéc hira hon gdm c6 hai giai doan: (a) giai doan dau tién 1a
thoi glan chon nguoi ph01 ngiu. Trong vin ho4 Trung Can Dong (Near Eastern culture), gia dinh thuong bat dau
bang viéc sip dat ciia gia dinh hai bén voi nhau. Thong thudng cha me tim v cho con trai (Sang 21:21; 38:6). Tubi
trung binh cho viéc nay la khoang tir 12 dén 13 tuoi, mdc dau mot s6 ban vin ctia cac ra-bi (rabbinic texts) cho thay
ngudi nam lap gia dinh trong thoi Chia Jesus vao do tudi 18; (b) viéc sip dat dugc chinh thire (official
arrangements) 13 giai doan ké tlep Trudc mit mot sé nhan ching, ngudi nam va nguoi nir bude vao sy két uéc
chinh thirc voi nhau. Pay 14 két udc mang tinh chat phap 1y, cho phep nguoi nam co quyeén trén nguoi nir. Két wée
nay chi c¢6 thé bi huy bo bang tién trinh ly di hop phép. Danh xung “chong” v ” duge xu dung cho hai nguoi
trong thoi gian nay. Dy chinh 1a giai doan cua moi quan h¢ gitra Gi6-sep va Ma -1 (Ma thi-o 1:16, 19, 20, 24). C6
mot s6 bang chimg tai xtr Giu-dé, trong giai doan nay, d6i ban da hira ga song mot minh trong gia dinh bén chong;
trong x{r Ga-li-1é viéc lién hé tinh duc cta doi ban hira hon 1a khong thé khoan nhuong, va ngudi nit khong roi gia
dinh séng v6i ngudi nam. Quan h¢ tinh dyuc ngoai hon nhan chinh thirc trong giai doan hra hon dugc xem 1a pham
t6i ta dam va s& bi ném d4 (Lé-vi ky 20:10; Phyc truyén 22:23-24), mic dau trong thdi Tan Udc viéc ném da lay lam
hiém hoi. Néu mét trong hai nguoi qua doi trong giai doan hira hon, ngudi con lai duge xem 1a goa bua (widow hay
widower). Thong thudng sau két udc hira hon mot ndm, hai ngudi s& chinh thirc 1am 1& thanh hon (wedding). Tiée
cudi dugc t6 chirc (Ma-thi-o 22:1-14; Thi 45: 14-15). Cha me d6i bén va ban hiru dén dé chuc phuc lanh cho d6i ban
(Séng 24:60; To-bit 7:13). Thong thudng tiée cudi to chirc kéo dai khoang mot tuan 18 (Sang 29:27; To-bit 8:20).
Sau d6, cip vo chong mdi thiét 1ap mai am gia dinh riéng; d6i khi ho ciing séng véi dai gia dinh ctia minh (extended
family).
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Trong doan 1 cau 19, Ma-thi-o sir dung dong tir “toan” nhu ddng tir chinh (éBouAnén) cung véi hai phan
dong tir (participles): “[ong] 147 (dv) va “mubn” (6érwv) dé mo ta ban chat va hanh déng ctua Gio-sép.
Trong ngtr phap Hi-van, phén dong tur (participles) dugc dung tuong d6i da dang nhim chuyen tai ban
chit va y hudng ctia hanh dong. Hau hét cac ban dich Kinh Thénh  trong tiéng Anh va tiéng Viét déu mo
ta hai phan dong tir trén mang tinh nhdn qua (causal participle) dé giai thich cho 1y do tai sao Gid-sép
khong mudn cho Ma-ri bi “mang x4u” nén mudn “dem dé nhem.” Pong tlr “mang xau” (SeLypatilw)
dugc dich sat nghia 1a “lam cho x4u h6” (put her to shame).” Tinh tir “cé nghia” (5ikuioc) trong tiéng Viét
dich 1a “cong chinh” hay “cong nghia” (righteous). Tur nay dugc dung ap dung cho cac cong dan duong
thoi ctia thé gioi Hi-La (Greco-Roman world). Ngudi cong chinh 1a nguoi ngay thiang (upright), tuan thi
luat phap (law-biding), thanh that (honest), tot lanh (good), cong chinh (just). Pong tir “toan” (BovAopoL)
dién ta sy khao khat, mong mudn véi muc dich dé lam cho thoa long Chua.’ Cum tir “dé nhem” 1a sy két
hop goém trang tir “bi mat” (Ad6pe) va dong tir “d&” hay “giai thoat/cho ra di tw do” (&moAw).* Cho nén,
“toan dé nhem” (¢povAnidn AdBpy dmorbowt) cé nghia 1a Gid-sép chi mubn dé bo Ma-ri cach kin gidu.
Chang mudn chap dit mbi quan hé voi Ma-ri va khong mudn tién dén hon nhan hau khong lam mét danh
gi4 cia Ma-ri. Nhu thé, néu dich hai phan dong tir trén (Gv va 6éAwv) mang tinh nhdn qud, ching ta cé thé
hiéu cau nay nhu sau: vi Gio-sép 1a “ngudi co nghia” (mudn tuan giir luat phap) khong mubn lam cho
Ma-ri, v¢ hira cia minh bi si nhyc té tuong va bi ném da nhu la mét nguoi pham t6i ta dam. Cho nén,
Gi6-sép mudn ly di Ma-ri cach 4m tham dé thoa min phan nao sy doi hoi luat phap Do-thai vé sy ly di.

Tuy nhién, néu nhu thé, hanh dong ciia Gi6-sép chira dung su nghich 1y trong chinh né. Chung ta s& phai
giai thich nhu thé nao vé viéc Gi0-sép toan tinh cho Ma-ri ra di cach am thAm ma van thoa mén duogc sy
d0i hoi cong chinh cua luat phap? Didu d6 chi c6 thé khi nao hai phan dong tir trén (Gv va 6érwv) phai
duorc dich mang tinh khoan nhwong (concessive participles) thay vi tinh nhdn qua (causal participles):

“mgc dau la ngudi co nghia va khong muon cho nang [Ma-ri] bi mang xau, Gio-sép van toan dé
nhem...” Nhu véy, ¢ sy tranh chién rat 16n giita sy doi hoi cong chinh cuia luat phap va tinh yéu hay long
thuwong x6t ctia Gib-sép ddi voi Ma-ri nén chang da hanh dong nhu vay. Gié-sép bang long dé cho tinh
yéu hay long thuong x6t thing hon sy doi hoi cong chinh cia luat phap Moi-se. Hay noi cach khac trong
ngon ngir ciia Chuia Jesus, Gio-sép da tim cach “lam tron luat phap” ctia Mdi-se bang tinh yéu hay long
thuong xot. Sy chién thing ciia tinh yéu hay su doi hoi cta luat phap da dugc lam tron  trong con nguoi
ctia Gib-sép, nay 'sang ra hanh dong. Do chinh la st mang cua Chia Jesus dén trong tran gian ma trudc
gia Ma-thi-o mudn truyén dat cho doc gia ctia minh (Ma-thi-o 5:17-18). Chi c6 tinh yéu va long thuong
X6t méi 1am thoa man sy doi hoi cta luat phap (Ma-thi-o 5:43-47). Khi d6 chiing ta méi ¢6 thé phan anh
ban chét tron ven cia Dirc Chiia Troi (Ma-thi-o 5 :48).

Khi dugce thién st truyén ¢ ‘nguoi chd ngai 14y Ma-ri lam vo” (Ma-thi-o 1:20), Gid-sep san sang vang phuc
¥ mudn ciia Chiia cho doi song cua minh. D6 la mét bude di xa hon trong doi song ciia mdt “nguoi co
nghia.” Vi Gi6-sép muén séng cho Ptrc Chuia Troi nén Ngai da ban cho chang co hoi dé séng cao hon
trong con dudng cua durc cong chinh cua Ngai. Birc Chua Troi da nhéc bong con nguoi cua Gio-sép 1én
dé chang c6 thé song vuot 1én trén sy doan xét ra tir sy hiéu biét thién can vé lut phap ctia Dic Chiia
Troi trong nhin quan clia con ngudi, bay vao thé gidi khoang khoat ciia tinh yéu va 4n sing ctia Ngai.
Trong ving troi rong mé ay, Gid-sép duge hit tho khong khi cua tinh yéu va an sing ciia Dt Chtia Troi

* Pong tir SeLypatiCw (“mang xau”) chi dugc sir dung hai 1an trong toan bd Tan Udc (Ma-thi-o 1:19 va Co-16-se
2:15). Trong C6-16-se 2:15, “Ngai d truat b cac quyén cai tri cung cac thé Iyc, dung thap tu gia chién thang ching
no6, va ndp ra to tuong giita thién ha,” Phao-16 trinh bay sy chién thang cta thap tu gia, tic 1a sy chét ciia Chua Jesus
Christ trén cdy thap tu da huy pha toan bg thé Iuc ciia ma quy va toi 4c va phoi bay ching ra cach tran trui cho ca thé
gian déu biét. ,

’ Thong thuong tir nay duoc ding dé noi dén ¥ mudn cia Dt Chiia Troi. Trong Tan U'dc ciing nhu trong ban LXX,
dong tir nay duoc dung lién quan dén mang linh mang tham quyén str d6, nhan manh dén y mudn ciia Btrc Chua
Troi Ba Ngbi: Chua Cha, Chtia Con, va Chia Thanh Linh. (Gottlob Schrenk, “Botdouat,” Theological Dictionary of
the New Testament [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1991], 1:629-33).

* Pong tir &moAlw dugce hinh thanh béi hai yéu td: ané “khéi” (from) va Alw “budng tha” (loose).
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hau bién 6ng trd thanh cong cu ich lgi trong tay cua Ngai, dong vai tro quan trong trong su dudng duc
“Con Thanh” dén tir troi. Trude khi thé gian t6i 161, trong d6 bao gorn ca ngudi Do-thai 1An ngoai bang
ném biét on phude tir troi do chinh Chiia Ctru Thé Jesus mang dén, Gid-sép 1a nguoi duge vinh du ném
trai phudc hanh ngot ngao do, khién ong tré nén té cimg vai tat ca 1oi chi trich cay nghiét clia con ngudi
khi ho ap dung luat phap cta Chiia mot chiéu, nhung lam cho ong da tré nén nhay cam va dong cam vai
nhitng cudc doi bi nghi ngd, hiéu 1am, va tham chi bi cha dap boi 16i sdng cong chinh hep hoi, chang co
chiit 10ng thwong x6t hay 4n sung ctia Pirc Chua Trdi nhu ngudi Pha-ri-si va thdy Thong gido.

Trong sach Phic 4m Ma-thi-o, trudc gia dua doc gia ngay vao gia pha ctia Chiia Ctru Thé Jesus ra tir
dong ddi Ap-ra-ham, ong t6 dirc tin ciia dan Do-thai, ngudi buc Choa Troi ké 1a cong binh khi 6ng chi tin
Ngai ma th6i. Trong gia pha cua Chta Jesus, khong chi bao g0m ngudi Do-thai nhung ca ngudi ngoai
bang, khong chi nguoi t6t lanh va thién hao theo tiéu chudn clia con ngudi nhung ca nhitng con ngudi toi
16i va x4u xa nhu ky nir Ra-hap, Tha-ma... Dé rdi tir 36 Ma-thi-o gi6i thiéu con ngudi cua Gid-sép cho
doc gia ctia ong. Nhung ngay chinh trong Gi6-sép 1a “ngudi co nghia” do ciing tir bo 16i sdng doi hoi chi
theo luat phap dé hoa hop giita luat phap va tinh yéu hau lam tron luat phap.

Y tudng vé sy cong nghia chay xuyén sudt trong sach Phiic am Ma-thi-o vi trudc gia mudn trinh bay
Chiia Jesus ra tir dong ddi Ap-ra-ham, ngudi duge Pirc Chua Troi xung 1a cong binh. Chua Jesus dén dé
lam tron luat phap. Gi6-sép duoc trinh bay md dau cua sach Ma-thi-o nhu 1a mot con nguoi lam tron luét
phép trong tinh thin Cyu Udc. Nhung khi d¢on nhén sy ra doi cia Chiia Jesus, Gio-sép da lam tron luat
phéap ciia Méi-se trong Cyu Udc theo chiéu kich sdu xa va méi mé hon:

‘ Sw cong chinh (righteousness) + Tinh yéu (love/mercy) = Sw lam tron Luit phap ‘

Su dén ciia Chiia Jesus dan con ngudi vao trong mét con dudng méi va ban cho con ngudi mot nhin day
du hon vé Pirc Chiia Troi. Qua bai giang trén nui, Chtia Jesus két hop gitra luat phap va an sung (Ma-thi-
0 5:17-6:14). Su doi hoi ciia Tan Udce troi hon sy doi hoi ciia Cyu U'de (Ma-thi-o 5:20). Sy ra doi cua
Chua Jesus da thay doi sy hiéu biét clia con nguoi vé 4n sung ctia Pirc Chua Troi trong Cyu Ude. N6
cung g cho ching ta nguyén tic song mé6i dé 1am thoa mén sy doi hoi luat phap cua Puc Chua Troi.
Chung ta chi c6 thé sdng nguyén tac do6 khi nao ¢6 su hién dién ctua Pang Christ trong doi séng. Chinh
Ngai duge s do Glang gi6i thiéu rat rd rang: “... on [grace] va 18 that [truth] boi Dirc Chiia Jesus Christ
ma dén” () ydpic kol 7 dAfPele de Tnood Xp Lorof) ¢yéveto) (Giang 1:14b).

‘ Chua Jesus (fulfillment of the law) = 1€ thit (truth/righteousness) + in siing (grace/mercy) ‘

Trong Cyu U'éc, sy ctru rdi chi danh riéng cho dan Do-thai 1a tuyén dan ciia Dirc Chiia Troi. Sang Tan
U'dc, Phitc 4m Ma-thi-o ¢ md dau bang thai do day an sing ctia Dtrc Chua Troi dé 6m chit ldy dan Do-
thai 1an ngudi ngoai bang t6i 16i. Va Phiic &m Ma-thi-o di két thiic bang Pai Mang Linh ctia Chuia Jesus:
“Vay, hay di day d& muén ddn,” hily nhan danh Dtic Cha, Pirc Con, va Ptic Thanh Linh ma lam phép bap
tem cho ho, va day ho gilt hét ca moi diéu ma ta da truyén cho cac nguoi” (Ma-thi-o 8:19). Ma-thi-o cho
thiy trong chwong trinh ciru réi ctia Ngai, bdi sy cong chinh va 1ong thuong x6t cﬁa Ngai, Buc Chua Troi
dang rong vong tay tur ai ciia Ngai 6m chat moi dan toc, dic biét 1a dan ngoai bang.® D6 1a chinh 1a on
phudc cho trin gian ma Lu-ca d4 ky thuat lai trong 161 rao bao cta thién sir cho cac gd muc dong trén
trién nui Bét-16-hem khi Chua Jesus ra doi: “Vi nay, ta bao cho cac nguoi mot Tin Lanh, s€ 1a mdt sy vui

> Chﬁ’ nghiéng do tac gia bai viét mudn nhan manh.

® Ma-thi-o str dung tir é6voc (nation) trong s nhicu (cac ‘qudc gia”) dé chi vé cac dan toc, dic biét 1 ddan ngoai
bang ma thoi (ngoai dan Do-thai). Nho Chia Ciru Thé Jesus ma 16i hira ciia Ptrc Chuia Trdi cho Ap-ra-ham duge
{mg nghiém bao gdm ca dan ngoai bang. Nhu sir d6 Phao-16 néi: “Dang Christ da chudc ching ta khoi sy rua sa cua
luat phép, boi Ngai da nén sy ria sa vi ching ta, vi c6 101 chép: Pang ria thay 1a ké bi treo trén cdy gd, hau cho
phudc lanh ban cho Ap-ra-ham nho Pire Chiia Jésus Christ ma duoc rai khip trén ddn ngoai [chit nghiéng do tac gia
bai viét. Phao-16 dung cling tir é9voc dé chi vé dan ngoai bang], lai hdu cho ching ta cay dtrc tin ma nhan lanh Pt
Thénh Linh da htra cho” (Ga-la-ti 3:14-15).
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mirng 16n cho muén déan;’ iy 1a hom nay tai thanh Pa-vit da sanh cho cac nguoi mot Pang Ctru Thé, 1a
Christ, 13 Chaia” (Lu-ca 2:10b-11).®

Muc su T van T rong Nha
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7 Chit nghiéng do tac gia bai viét mudn nhan manh. ,
¥ Lu-ca st dung tur Aade (people) trong sO nhiéu (cac “dén tdc™) dé chi vé cac dan tdc, trong d6 bao gom ca nguoi
Do-thai lan dan ngoai bang.



